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pregnant phrase of John Bunyan, " will have all things
now," and the Republic was proclaimed in a fit of
passionate impatience by a handful of men to whom
France owed no sort of necessary intellectual allegiance.
Whether " the revolution of disgust " would be rati-
fied by the maturer judgment of the country was a
question to which, while the armies of Germany were
advancing on the capital, an answer could neither be
sought nor found. The burden of the Provisional
Government was already as heavy as any which human
shoulders can bear, and it was no time to institute
those ancient and difficult logomachies which cling
about the origins of a constitution. Paris was invested
by the enemy, and from September 16,1870, to January
28, 1871, the. conduct of the defence devolved upon
the men who had taken on themselves to proclaim
the downfall of the Empire. It is no part of our theme
to describe how Gambetta escaped in a balloon, how
he founded a delegation of the Provisional Govern-
ment at Tours, and how ruling over part of France,
with powers which were practically dictatorial, he
created new armies, prolonged the national resistance,
and shed a parting ray of glory upon a desperate and
beaten cause. Whether the republican caruse gained
or lost by his endeavours is a matter upon which
opinion may be legitimately divided. Some praised
him for showing light; others ascribed to the culpable
vanity of a self-appointed despot months of bloody
and unavailing combat and a needless extension of the
nation's agony. Be this as it may, when Paris was at
last shamed into submission and when an armistice
was granted in order that a National Assembl}r might
be gathered, competent to conclude a binding peace, a
wave of monarchical feeling passed over the country.